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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 07982 231450Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /023 W 

085227 232256Z/23 

R 222136Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 9686 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 7982 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP, ETEL, CO 

SUBJECT: TRADE PROMOTION: COLOR TELEVISION SEMINAR 


REF: (A) BOGOTA 7522; (B) BOGOTA 7668 

1 . EMBOFFS RECEIEVED TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF RCA AUGUST 17 
AND DISCUSSED COLOR TELEVISION SITUATION. RCA REPS WERE 
ALARMED AT AGRESSIVENESS OF THE FRENCH IN ATTEMPTING TO 
INFLUENCE GOC DECISION ON COLOR BROADCASTING SYSTEM. THEY 
NOTED EL ESPECTADOR ARTICLE AUGUST 13 STATED THAT IT 
LOOKS LIKE INRA VISION WILL SELECT SECAM SYSTEM. AMONG THEIR 
POINTS WERE THE FOLLOWING: 

2. EXAMPLES OF FRENCH AGRESSIVENESS: 

A) AT LEAST SIX INRA VISION ENGINEERS HAVE GONE TO FRANCE 
TO DATE TO QUOTE STUDY UNQUOTE SECAM. 

B) IN 1977 THE DIRECTOR OF INRA VISION WENT TO FRANCE FOR 
A MONTH AFTER BEING IN OFFICE FOR ONLY THREE MONTHS. 

C) THE FRENCH HAVE MADE LOW INTEREST LOANS TO INRAVISION 
TO PERFORM FEASIBILITY STUDIES AND TO BUY EQUIPMENT. 

LOANS ARE TIED TO SALES AND INRAVISION HAS INVARIABLY 
USED THEM TO PURCHASE FRENCH EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES. 

3. FINAL NEGOTIATIONS ARE DRAWING TO A CLOSE WITH THE 
WORLD BANK FOR A LOAN TO FINANCE A THIRD NETWORK. THE 
NETWORK WILL BE EDUCATIONAL IN NATURE. SINCE ONLY 
UNCLASSIFIED 


UNCLASSIFIED 


PAGE 02 BOGOTA 07982 231450Z 


COLOR EQUIPMENT IS CURRENTLY AVAILABLE, NEW NETWORK 
WILL HAVE TO BUY IT. LETTER OF COMMITMENTS IS EXPECTED 
IN SEPTEMBER AND TENDERS SHOULD FOLLOW TWO TO THREE 
MONTHS AFTERWARD. PRICE TAG FOR PROJECT IS US$20.0 
MILLION. 


4. COMMENT: USICA BOGOTA IS REQUESTING PRESS MATERIAL FROM 
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USICA WASHDC. CAN USDOC PROVIDE PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
ON NTSC IN SPANISH OR ENGLISH? 

ASENCIO 
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